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We have neither time nor space to follow
the lecturer through his marvellous efforts.
We may mention, however, that he explains
the rude conduct of Priessnitz to medical
men, by saying that they are mostly adven-
turers and charlatans that visit Grafenburg,
and therefore disgust the great father of
hydropathy. We may ask Dr. Wilson if he
has heard of any of these adventurers or
charlatans having returned to England.
After Dr. Wilson had concluded his read-
ing, a benevolent-looking gentleman got up
to speak. Evidently fond of hearing himself
talk, and believing that hydropathy " was all
but divine," he gave vent to his admiration
of it in no measured terms. He himself had
been an experimenter in the " science." He
had experimented upon himself, a sick ass,
and a favourite horse, the effect in all cases
was astonishing ; and though the intellect of
the poor donkey was not so much improved
as it might have been, his bodily health was
quite restored, as was that of his master-a
snfferer from gout. The results of these
cases was loudly cheered by the audience,
who seemed to think it capital fnn, and
laughed more than usually loud when any
sneer was cast upon the 

" 
poor doctors."

The Chairman, a mild gentlemanly man,
professed himself a firm believer in the vir-
tues of cold water, and begged the medical
men present, if any were so, to try its effects,
and report thereon to the society.  What
the council of the society sought after was
Truth." It was evident that he thought
Truth," according to the old proverb,
lies at the bottom of a well"-of cold
water.

MEDICAL PAYMENTS IN UNIONS

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;The statements contained in your
valuable Periodical for last week from Mr.
H. G. Day, and from a gentleman who
signs himself" Non- ’Nledicus, Cantab. M.A.,"
must convince the poor-law commissioners
(if anything will) how utterly useless it is
for them to suggest to the boards of guar-
dians that the " remuneration of the medical
officers should be such as to insure proper
attention and the best medicine," whilst
those boards are, in part or wholly, composed
of men so profoundly ignorant of the nature
of those arduous duties which the medical
officer has to perform.
What can be a greater proof of the injus-

tice exercised towards the medical gentle-
men residing in the Brentford Union than
that exhibited by the late advertisement from
the guardians, where they actually olfer the
sum of 401. per annum for the densely-
populated pauper district of Old Bretuford, 
containing 1972 persons, and so on for the
other districts, whilst in the D unmow Union,

Essex, 88l. is offered for a district containing
a population of 4000 ! For the Breniford
Uuion-house, which I am told can contain
460 inmates, those most liberal guardians
offer the sum of 601. per annum, including
medicines, surgery, and vaccination. At
the Wandsworth Union-house, containing
UO more inmates, the medical officer’s salary
is 801. per annum, not including medicine,
which is supplied by the union. The sum
actually paid amounts to now more than
1501. per annum. However incredible this
may appear, such are the facts. But will
the commissioners sanction such gross in.
justice? Is it possible that Mr. G. Lewis,
the " nrm friend" of the medical profession,
will permit so great a degradation, so fout
an insult ? If he really be the staunch friend
that Mr. Guthrie alleges, let him now show
himself. The commissioners have the power
to annul the proceedings of the guardians,
Let them now exercise that power, and
oblige the board to offer a fair remuneration,
such as a professional man can conscipoti.

ously accept. Let them bear in mind their
own words, " that unless the medical oj)i-
cer be adequately remunerated, no vigilance
on their part will suffice to secure proper
attendance and medicines to the poor under
his care." I am, Sir, Bours obediently,

M.R.C.S.L.
June 13, 1842.

UNION MEDICAL OFFICERS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SrR,&mdash;I beg leave to inclose a letter some
time since received in reply to a question I
asked of the poor-law commissioners, as to
whether it was their intention to allow

parties to hold appointments in unions not
possessing the qualifications contained in
their lately-issued medical relief order, as

there was a party in the Southwell Union
holding one with only a certificate from the
Apothecaries’ Company; from their answer
it would appear they do not intend altering
existing appointments, which I cannot see

the fairness of. If such qualifications be
necessary, why not immediately enforce
them ? From a paragraph contained in your
last Saturday’s LANCET, I thought it would
be a satisfactory answer to your Bromsgrove
correspondent ; therefore you are at liberty
to make what use you thinliproper of it. I

am, Sir, your obedient servant,
J. B. SAMUEL,

Sutton-upon-Trent, Newark,
June 8, 1842.

" Poor-law Commission Office, Somerset
House, April 7, 1842.

"Sir,&mdash;I am directcd by the poor-law com-
missioners to acknowledge the i-ecelptofyour
letter of the 30th ultimo, and in reference

J. B. SAMUEL.


